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"Absolutelv. The three or
four authors who couldn't
attend the festival this Year
have apreed to attend next
vear, iictuding two big-
irame children's authols."

Do you write?
'No. I read a lot though."

I lmow your husband
has written a book

"He will not be ParticiPat--
ins (in the festival). Anrle of
ttririU is the authors have to
have a book published with-
in 12 months of the festi-
val.-

Latetv. the new state
t€sdng ieqUring studenb
to p* readhg exams in
thih gradehas made
newg in lalgePart'
because of frenumberof
students who did not Pass.
I)o vou hone this event can
netf impnive literacy?

"Yes: MPB (MississiPPi
Pr:blic Broadcasting) b toP-
oortine this evenl and Pru
'vides fronderfrrl early child-
hood literacy programmi4g.
Thev will be coming and
williell anvone who is will-
ine to tistrir about their Pro-
dnns. The Children's 

-

firluseum will also be there
to engage children. AnY time
vou can make it seem tirn to
iead, and can get a child to
open a book, yourjob is

done."

Ftnally, what do you
hope people will take from
'' is event?

'I hope they take awaY
several things. I want them
to say, 'Wow, what a great
exnerience. I came to the
Cdoibl. met authors and
leahred'something I didn't
lcaow before.' I want them
to walk away saying it was a
worthwhile exlrrience."


