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We're so excited to bring you the first of many children's book reviews here on our website. First up is “Can | Touch Your Hair?
Poems of Race, Mistakes, and Friendship” by Irene Latham and Charles Waters.
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Format: Hardcover
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How my hair

is bang and straight—
acurtain I can hide
behind.

But onee,
when 1 was lirtle,
I begged

for an Afro,

50 Mama cut
my hair short
as a boy’s

and gave me a perm.

1 fluffed it

with a pick

big as

it would go—
until my brothers
laughed,

called me

a circus clown

without the red nose.

My cldest niece brought this book home after her field trip to this year's Mississippl Book Festival and | thought it was such a
great gesture on behalf of the trip organizers. Mot only do children need to read books that deal with real life subjects, children

in Mississippi should definitely be exposed to healthy ways of approaching the topic of race. Our State's history in dealing with
racial issues is no secret to any of us who reside here and it remains a nasty stain that many of us are not proud of.

Publications like this one allow us to reconcile with our past and create a brighter future. Check out our review of the book

STRANDS
On a random Tuwesday on the bus,
Diennis asks me, "Can | louch your har?” He pats it
betore | can respond. *H feels le 8 sponge.” he saya.

My fists clench, and my face gets hat. “You need o leam bo wait
fior &n answer after asking permission,” | il him and pat s hai, hard,
“0ih, how abaut thak? Your hair fesls ke a mop.” | say.

1 kg rmy fists ready, but e tums away,

About the Book

How can Irene and Charles work together on their fifth grade poetry project? They don't know each other . . . and they're not
sure they want to. Irene Latham, who is white, and Charles Waters, who is black, use this fictional setup to delve into different
experiences of race in a relatable way, exploring such topics as hair, hobbies, and family dinners. Accompanied by artwork from
acclaimed illustrators Sean Qualls and Selina Alko (of The Case for Loving: The Fight for Interracial Marriage), this remarkable

collaboration invites readers of all ages to join the dialogue by putting their own words to their experiences. (g Amazon)
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Reflection

Written from the perspectives of a child version of both Irene and Charles, distinguishable by font and design, both authors
discuss the same topic from their own unique point of view. While reading | noticed that Charles seemed to be very intuitive as
it relates to the differences in how blacks and whites are perceived, represented and celebrated - particularly when he
expressed his confusion in church, fear and anger toward police brutality against blacks and even cultural appropriation. Young
Irene was curious about black people and our culture but seemed to struggle with the right way to “bring it up” without making
a mistake or embarrassing herself.

SLEEPOVER why Aunt Sarah Doesn't

Go Downtown after Dark

A couple of my favorite poems in the book broke down situations that adults often debate about in a very simple way, like the
irony of cultural appropriation when whites mimic black culture (dreadfocks, tanning, fashion, etc.) but still seem to hate black
people. These poems also helped me realize that just like adults, kids can have an identity crisis when they don't fit a particular
stereotype of their race. It's a powerful reminder to us why stereotyping is such a harmful thing to do and how it can hurt
others beyond what we think or can see.

| love how in the end, Irene and Charles became friends through their shared experiences being “different.” It just goes to show
that we all have more in common than we know. Overall | really enjoyed this book and I'm thankful that it gives parents and
teachers an easy way to approach race, especially in today's climate.

To learn more about the book or to purchase for your own collection, click
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