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Mississippi Book Festival going
virtual again
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"To understand the world, you must first understand a place like

Mississippi."

This famous William Faulkner quote sums up the essence of the Mississippi

Book Festival, which is returning to a virtual format on Oct. 12. 

"Mississippi has such a rich literary history. Some of the greatest writers in

the English language were born and raised in Mississippi. The book festival

wanted to honor that tradition. Fans get to come meet their favorite author

and sit in on wonderful panels," said Ellen Rodgers Daniels, executive

director of the festival.

For seven years, the Mississippi Book Festival has given a well-deserved

spotlight to emergent and seasoned authors alike. "The Mississippi Book

Festival came to be in 2015 when a couple of book advocates put their

heads together and developed the festival for Mississippi." Daniels' goal,

and the reason for the festival's existence, is to share the impressive

repertoire of Mississippi authors and the literary impact they have had

worldwide. 

The Mississippi Book Festival typically takes place at the Mississippi State

Capitol complex and lawn, but after having to cancel the 2020 event due to

the COVID-19 pandemic, the festival quickly adapted to provide hopeful

attendees with an online experience. Although this year's festival was

scheduled to take place in August, the resurgence of COVID-19 cases in the

late summer prompted its seventh installment to once again debut

virtually. 

The festival will include 31 recorded panels with 110 authors and

moderators. Viewers will be able to experience what was intended to take

place in-person with fiction panels, non-fiction panels, and one-on-one

conversations as focal points. Representatives from The University Press of

Mississippi will be panelists as well as Pulitzer Prize winner Kai Bird, who

will be talking about his new book The Outlier: The Unfinished Presidency of

Jimmy Carter. Kai will be in conversation with Katie Blount, executive

director of the Mississippi Department of Archives and History.

Other authors taking part in the festival are Angie Thomas, Jerry Mitchell,

and Curtis Wilkie. Wilkie's new book, When Evil Lived in Laurel: The "White

Knights" and the Murder of Vernon Dahmer, tells the story of the killing of

Civil Rights Movement leader, Vernon Dahmer, and the civilian FBI

informant, Tom Landrum, who infiltrated the Ku Klux Klan. Landrum was

dedicated to helping serve justice for Dahmer's murder. Tom Landrum's son,

Mike Landrum, wife, Anne Landrum, and Jones county's prosecutor at the

time of the trial, Judge Charles Pickering, will all be featured panelists.

When asked why the Mississippi Book Festival is important to Mississippi,

Daniels said, "We have such a rich literary history and presence. As I heard

someone say in a virtual panel that will go live Tuesday, Mississippi

storytelling is like competitive sports here in the south. We hold that very

dear to us. It's a wonderful event that shines a bright light on Mississippi."

Daniels also emphasized how valuable the festival is for children. "Nothing

will warm your heart more than seeing a room full of children get excited

about meeting their favorite author. Nothing speaks more to the book

festival's goal than that."

Every year, the Mississippi Book Festival hosts their kid-centric event,

KidNote, which is usually held the Friday before the main festivities

commence. KidNote still happened this year but premiered virtually ahead

of time. KidNote's spotlight guest was young adult author Nic Stone, who

recently released her newest middle grade book, Clean Getaway. This year,

KidNote reached 9,300 fourth through eighth grade children around the

state.

This year's virtual festival is free to the public and will launch Tuesday, Oct.

12 at 10 a.m. on Mississippi Book Festival's website. All panels recorded

since the festival's inception are available at the aforementioned link. The

2022 Mississippi Book Festival is expected to be in-person on Aug. 20. 

Book NowBook Now

In this file photo from Aug. 17, 2015, authors Richard Ford, right, and Joyce Carol Oates talk about their
processes for constructing a story Saturday, Aug. 17, 2019, at the Mississippi Book Festival in Jackson,
Miss. This year’s festival, originally set for Aug. 21, will be virtual because of the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic. The 2020 was also virtual.

Rogelio V. Solis I AP

In this file photo from 2017, Gov. Phil Bryant and Librarian of Congress Dr. Carla Hayden open the 2017
Mississippi Book Festival in the State Capitol, Aug. 19.

Larrison Campbell | Mississippi Today

In this file photo from July 29, 2021, Oxford author Curtis Wilkie, signs copies of his new book, " When
Evil Lived In Laurel", on Wednesday afternoon at Reed's GumTree Bookstore in Downtown Tupelo.
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BROOKE BURLESON is a digital producer for the Daily Journal. Contact her
at brooke.burleson@djournal.com.
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Oxford's Curtis Wilkie will be a featured author and panelist at the 2021 virtual Mississippi Book
Festival debuting at this link on Oct. 12.

Adam Robison | BUY AT PHOTOS.DJOURNAL.COM

Kai Bird, author of The Outlier: The Un.nished Presidency of Jimmy Carter
virtual Mississippi Book Festival.

Photo courtesy of Mississippi Book Festival's website

Recommended for you

National News

Newsletters

Enter email address

PREV NEXT

https://www.djournal.com/users/profile/Brooke%20Burleson
https://www.djournal.com/search/?k=%22books%20and%20literature%22#tncms-source=keyword
https://www.djournal.com/search/?k=%22arts%20culture%20and%20entertainment%22#tncms-source=keyword
https://www.djournal.com/search/?k=%22mississippi%20book%20festival%22#tncms-source=keyword
https://www.djournal.com/search/?k=%22author%22#tncms-source=keyword
https://www.djournal.com/search/?k=%22literature%22#tncms-source=keyword
https://www.djournal.com/search/?k=%22sport%22#tncms-source=keyword
https://www.djournal.com/search/?k=%22law%22#tncms-source=keyword
https://www.djournal.com/search/?k=%22politics%22#tncms-source=keyword
https://www.djournal.com/search/?k=%22nic%20stone%22#tncms-source=keyword
https://www.djournal.com/search/?k=%22kidnote%22#tncms-source=keyword
https://www.djournal.com/search/?k=%22ellen%20rodgers%20daniels%22#tncms-source=keyword
https://www.djournal.com/search/?k=%22festival%22#tncms-source=keyword
https://www.djournal.com/search/?k=%22mississippi%22#tncms-source=keyword
https://www.djournal.com/users/profile/Brooke%20Burleson
https://mississippitoday.org/2021/07/28/ralph-eubanks-mississippi-book-festival/
https://www.djournal.com/news/local/local-artists-work-chosen-as-official-painting-for-mississippi-book-festival/article_d17f3410-b90d-5c61-8dee-c005013c8e5e.html
https://msbookfestival.com/authors/panelists
https://mississippitoday.org/2021/07/09/curtis-wilkie-when-evil-lived-in-laurel/
https://msbookfestival.com/
http://photos.djournal.com/
mailto:brooke.burleson@djournal.com
https://www.djournal.com/sports/national/hawkeye-10-10-despite-the-skeptics-ferentz-sees-growth-in-running-game/article_d2bf4d92-175f-56a0-ae47-9f653a209d46.html#tncms-source=block-contextual-fallback
https://www.djournal.com/sports/national/hawkeye-10-10-despite-the-skeptics-ferentz-sees-growth-in-running-game/article_d2bf4d92-175f-56a0-ae47-9f653a209d46.html#tncms-source=block-contextual-fallback
https://www.djournal.com/monroe/news/lock-renaming-ceremony-honors-late-u-s-senator/article_35c0f303-a1ef-5995-b7d5-41743dd249c1.html#tncms-source=block-contextual-fallback
https://www.djournal.com/monroe/news/lock-renaming-ceremony-honors-late-u-s-senator/article_35c0f303-a1ef-5995-b7d5-41743dd249c1.html#tncms-source=block-contextual-fallback
https://www.djournal.com/pontotoc/warriors-drop-division-game-to-houston/article_68fdc5d7-d54f-5b88-8f6d-46b0485a6061.html#tncms-source=block-contextual-fallback
https://www.djournal.com/pontotoc/warriors-drop-division-game-to-houston/article_68fdc5d7-d54f-5b88-8f6d-46b0485a6061.html#tncms-source=block-contextual-fallback
https://www.djournal.com/pontotoc/south-teams-take-second-at-tiger-xc-invitational/article_b2799548-3a3f-5d37-9bf3-904a0dad496d.html#tncms-source=block-contextual-fallback
https://www.djournal.com/pontotoc/south-teams-take-second-at-tiger-xc-invitational/article_b2799548-3a3f-5d37-9bf3-904a0dad496d.html#tncms-source=block-contextual-fallback
https://www.djournal.com/news/state-news/jackson-public-schools-taps-analytics-school-design-partner-to-design-states-first-virtual-high-school/article_4a63a034-32e2-51c2-877f-bc6dadffd5b3.html
https://www.djournal.com/news/state-news/jackson-public-schools-taps-analytics-school-design-partner-to-design-states-first-virtual-high-school/article_4a63a034-32e2-51c2-877f-bc6dadffd5b3.html
https://www.djournal.com/news/national/father-of-ahmaud-arbery-calls-death-of-his-son-a-lynching/video_01964763-7a14-51ae-8a28-d2281eb598b3.html
https://www.djournal.com/news/national/father-of-ahmaud-arbery-calls-death-of-his-son-a-lynching/video_01964763-7a14-51ae-8a28-d2281eb598b3.html
https://www.djournal.com/news/national/astronaut-scott-kelly-talks-space-tourism/video_7404a961-b0ba-5ed9-8b5d-c31eeba8f835.html
https://www.djournal.com/news/national/astronaut-scott-kelly-talks-space-tourism/video_7404a961-b0ba-5ed9-8b5d-c31eeba8f835.html
https://www.djournal.com/news/national/video-shows-dramatic-aftermath-of-texas-plane-crash/video_cb2fa611-83cc-5fbc-baf9-26695358867f.html
https://www.djournal.com/news/national/video-shows-dramatic-aftermath-of-texas-plane-crash/video_cb2fa611-83cc-5fbc-baf9-26695358867f.html
https://www.djournal.com/users/admin/mailinglist/
https://www.djournal.com/
https://www.djournal.com/site/terms.html
https://www.djournal.com/site/privacy.html
https://bloxcms.com/
https://townnews.com/
https://msbookfestival.com/
http://photos.djournal.com/

